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ADvice to the ELECTORS of Great _ 
Britain; occaſroned by the intended n.. 


ion from France. 


HERE can be 12 more certain, than that the French wauld never have 
undertaken their late dangerous Expedition fur Scotland, if they had not te- 
cee great Encouragement to it fram. thence, and very large Pramiles of 
Aſliſtance too from England. Nor is chis only the private Theught of ſome 
Perſons, but it is alſo the Opinion of the Lords and Commons, expreſs d in 
their ſeveral Addreſſes to the Queen upon that Occaſion: The French King has like- 
wiſe aſſur' d the World of it, in the Circular Letter he ſent to his Miniſters. in foreign 
Courts; and all the other Accounts that have. been receiv'd of this Matter perfectly 
agree in that Particular. But, what is above all ather Authorities, Her Majeſty her 
ſelf, in Her laſt maſt gracious Speech, is pleaſed to fay, She is ſatisfy'd that very falje 
Repreſentations of the true Inclinations and Intereſts of Her People — have been made 
by ſame of Her Sul jects, who have given Encouragement to that deſperate Attempt. It 
being therefore out of diſpute that the French receiv'd Encouragement, the only Doukt 
that remains is, who are the Men moſt likely to have given it; and what Part 
among us would, in all probability, have been moſt ready to join and aſſiſt them, New 
to ſet this Matter in a true Light, it is neceſſary to take a View of the two Parties 
into which we are at preſent unhappily divided. There can be no Occaſion to mention 
the Facobite Party that does not own the Government, both becauſe it is very inconſi- 
derable in it ſelf; and becauſe it, ſeems to be out of this Queſtion, as being open'y 
and avowedly in the Inteteſt of the Pretender. The only Parties therefore that remain 
to be conſider d, are thoſe that are commonly diſtinguiſh'd by the Names of Hyg and 
Toy. But before this Matter be examin'd,: it is neceſſaryato remove a common Error 
that has been induſtriouſly.propagated by il-dcfigning Men, who would perſuade the 
World that the Names only of theſe Parties remain; and that the Perſons are chang d. 


Now this whole Miſtake ariſes from nothing but the want of diſtinguiſhing between 


the ſeveral Governments, under which theſe Parties have appear d and acted. For 
from the {ame Principle that thoſe who are calłd Whigs oppos d the Adminiſtratian 
in the Reigns of King Charles and King Fame,, from that very Principle, 1 ſay, they 
have cenſtantly ſupporred the Government fince the Revolution: And therefore thoſe 
Men who would infinuate that the Whigs have left their Principles, and from being 
zealous Aſſerters of the Peoples Liberties are turn'd errant Courtiers, endeavaur to put 
a ſenſeleſs Fallacy on the Nation; for it is not the Whigs that are chang d, but the 
Courts. The ſame thing may be alſo with Juſtice aftirm'd of the Tories, that they 
have ſtill acted like themſelves, and agreeably to their Principles: So willing am 1 to 


do Right to both Parties! For the very ſame Reaſons that made them the Tools of Ar- 


bitrary Power in former Reigns, have certainly induè d them to oppoſe all the Meafures 


of Her preſefit Majeſty, and ot the late King. This may therefore. be laid down as 2 


ſure Foundation for hat is to follow, that theſe two Parties ſtill continue the Tame 


that they ever were, both in Principle and Intereſt; that the Leaders of them are (till as 


* well known as ever, and that a Tory can never turn Whig by endeayouring to rum 


this Government, nor a Whig grow a Tory by labouring to ſupport. it. So that there 
can be nothing more ridiculous than to hear ſome Men,. who ſerv'd other Courts in all 


that was done wrong, now call themſelves the Country Party for diſtreſſing this Court 
that acts right. For ſince Her Majeſty's Intereſt is N from that of Her Coun- 
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try, thoſe. Men that beſt carry on the juſt and glorious, War ſhe has undertaken in De- 
fence of it, muſt alvays in true Sefile and Juſtice be call'd the Country Party: Juſt as 
thoſe who ſupported former Courts that were under the Influence of France, were then 
moſ-pooperly cail'd the Popiſh Party, or the Berrayers of their Country. This being 
the true State of this Caſe, no Body that thinks at all can be impos'd upon by that foo- 
liſh Sophiſtry upon this Subject, which has often appear'd of late in our printed Papers. 

Since therefore it is plain that theſe two Parties are nor the leaſt chang'd from what 
they always were, I come now to the great Enquiry, whether of them is more likely 
to have invited over the Pretender, or ts have given him Reaſon to depend upon their 
Intereft and Aſſiſtance. And in order to clear this Point, I will take a ſnort View of 
their ſeveral Principles and Practices. | : {A 

The true Principle of the Tories is to profeſs Paſſive Obedience and Non-Reſiſtance, 
to ſet up an Eſtabliſhment oppoſite to Liberty, void of Property, and deſtructive of all 
the Ends of human Society; to perſecute thoſe that differ from them in ee and 
in ſhort to make a Government as abſolute and lawleſs as is poſſible. Accordingly, moſt 
of theſe Gentlemen oppos'd the late King's coming to the Crown; and when that 
Queſtion was carry'd againſt them, much was to be done before their Conſciences could 
be brought into a Condition to own his Government. The Diſtinction of King de 
Fado and de Fure was reviv'd, in arder to make the Oaths go down with them, and 
many made no ſcruple to profeſs that they took them in that Senſe, or with ſome other 
ſecret Diſtinction, or Mental Reſervation. When the Aſſociation came on, their very 
Chiefs and Leaders declar'd they would never come into it : And when the Abjuration 
was impos'd, ſeveral that had taken the other Oaths in order to fave their Taxes, pe- 
remptorily refus'd this: So careful has this Party been not to make their Caſe deſpe- 
rate with the Pretender, nor their Reconciliation impracticable. Not to mention their 

publick Rejoicings, which have been often too Notorious, when any ill News has ar- 
riv'd of our Misfortunes either by Sea or at Land. | | | 


The true Principle of the Whigs is to maintain the Religion, Liberty and Property 
of their Country; and to haze a juſt Concern for the common Good and Welfare of 
their Fellow-Subje&s. To keep the Monarchy within its juſt Bounds, and ſecure it 
with Laws from Tyranny at kome, and with Forces given by Parliament from the 
Danger of a foreign Tower: To reverence and eſteem good Church-men, yet tolerate 
Diſſenters; and in a word, to keep our excellent Conſtitution as it now ſtands, between 
the two Extreams of Arbitrary Power, and a Common-wealth. Accordingly. theſe 
Men, in the Convention Parliament, after great Difficulties and Diſputes, ſettled the 
Crown upon the preſent Eſtabliſiment, and have ſince taken effectual Care for ſeeuring 
the Succeſſion. They have always, ſince. the Revolution, given chearfully the Sums 
that were thought Neceſſary to carry on the War, and have even lent their own Mony 
upon ſuch Funds as others have rejected. They have broke all Meaſures with the Pre- 
tender. have been conſtantly Unanimeus againſt his Intereſt; and have upon every Occa- 
ſion, with one Conſent, acknowledg'd Her Majeſty to be their rightful and lawful Queen. 

Theſe being therefore the Characters of he two Parties, drawn from their 'avow'd 
Principles, and known Practices, it is leſt to all you Electors for the next Parliament 
to judge, whether fort of Men are the {ater for you to chuſe at this Juncture, all Cir- 
cumſtances duly conſider d. In every County or Borough, where there is an Oppoſi- 
tion, the Competitors will be generally diſtinguiſt'd and knewn to you all by the two 
Names before mention'd: You cannot be Strangers to the Familtes and Principles of 
your Neighbours; and if any Candidates come among you from diftant Parts, it wi] 
be certainly made appear to you upon what Intereſt they ſtand, or by whoſe Recom- 
mendation: And depend upon it, whenever the Day ot your Election comes on, if 
you chuſe any Perſon that is call'd a Tory, you will have ſuch a Man to repreſent you, 
as has been juſt now deſcri>'d under that Character. It is not pretended that all the 
Tories are for a French Government, or would have gone in to the Popiſh Invader, if 


- 


5 Wa cy Wwe vp 


Lo WE: WS EE 


" b# Ty wh els Oh bis CF ** Soc cones @ 


LF - 


he had landed; nay it is certain that many of them are carry'd by crafty Leaders into 
Meaſures, of which they neither ſee, nor would approye the Conſequence: But if, not- 
withſtanding all this, their Principles have a natural Tendency to favour ſuch an At- 
tempt, and it be certain that ſome of their Party were actually engag d in it; and if, 
on the other ſide, the Principles of the Whigs have been ever firm to the preſent Go- 
vernment, and it is not ſo much as ſuſpected that one Man of that Party was in the 
Deſign of the Invaſion, I ſhould think this Conſideration alone ſufficient at this time to 
determin the Choice of all the honeſt Freeholders in Great Britain. If there be but a 
bare Poſſibility of your Nation's being given up by the Tories, and a moral Certainty 
that'it will be for ever ſecured by the Whigs, there is no room left for you to doubt, 
whether Side you ought to favour: And that this is your Caſe, with reſpe&to the 
next Parliament, is ſo plain and obvious that it comes near to a Demonſtration; having 
all the Degrees of Probability that ſuch a Matter is capable of; and Men have no other 
Rule to go by in Enquiries of this Nature. 

I ſuppoſe alſo there are none among you, that after the late Alarm from France, do 
not think it will be reaſonable to examine next Winter, by what Means, and by what 
Perſons we have been expos'd to ſuch an Attempt. But if the next ſhould prove a To- 
ry-Parliament, will they make this Enquiry, as they ought to do, when tis certain it 
will fall heavy on ſome of their own Friends? Will they diſcover who gave the Invita- 
tion, that are certainly themſelves the Inviting Party? Will they look into the bottom 
of Gregg's Treaſon? Will they lay open the Myſtery of Valiere's Iniquity, and do Right 
to the Nation, which was apparently betray'd for ſome Years, without the leaft Pre- 
tence of any Service done to the State? Be aſſured, Gentlemen, no ſuch Enquiries as 
theſe can be expected from ſuch a Parliament. But Ill tell you ſome of the Things 
that ſuch a Houſe of Commons will do: They will open the Seſſion with bewailing the 
fad State of the Nation, though they ſecretly rejoice at it: And if our Succeſſes this 


Fear be anſwerable to our Hopes, yet they will diſparage it all, as not carry d on the 
right Way, or in the right Place. They will attack the Queen's Government, and her 
. Miniſters, let their Management have been ever ſo commendable and exact: Nay, the 


better they manage, the more will they be under the Diſpleaſure of ſuch a Parliament. 


They will carry the Bil! againſt Occaſional Contoz mity, in order to perſecute Diſ- 


ſenters: They will repeal the Act of Abjuration, and weaken” that for the Succeſſion: 


Nay it is poſſible they may declare the Legitimacy of the Pretender, and vote him im- 
mediately the Succeſſor to Her Majefty; for that Matter has been more than once un- 
der their Conſideration, But if they ſhould not go to ſo great a length the firſt Seſſion, 
yet this Effect you will be jure to find from their Reſolutions: They will infallibly ſpoil 
all your Buſineſs abroad; they will give the Mony (if they give it at all) upon ſuch un- 
certain Funds as will make the Supplies ineffectual: And when that Point is once ſettled 
to their Wiſhes, then will they moſt eloquen ly declaim upon the inexhauſtible Treaſure 
of the French King, give you to underſtand that his Power is invincivle, and ſweetly 


intimate that you ought immediately to accept of any Peace that he in his great Good- 


neſs is pleas'd to offer you. | | | 

And now, becauſe Peace is in it ſelf ſo very deſirable, that more People will be in- 
clinꝰd to chuſe Tories from the promiſing Hopes they will: give of this, than for any 
other Confideration, Ti] tell you what tort of Peace it is that theſe Gentlemen would 
make for you, and what would be the ſure Effects of it. As healthful a State as Peace 
may ſeem to be, if it ſhould be made before France is more reduc'd, it woald be the 
molt dangerous Lethargy that ever Europe fell into: For, as ſoen as the French had 
taken a little Breath, the certain Conſequence of it Abroad would be the Ruin of your 
Allies, and at Home the Enflaving of your ſelves. And I ſuppoſe I need not defcribe 
to you the Bleſlings- of ſuch a Peace. And is not this great Encouragement for you 
that love your Queen and Country to chuſe Members that would make ſuch a Peace as 
this is for you? Do you remember who were the Mens in the Tory Parliaments of for- 
: mer 
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men Reigns;. kh ſuffer'd or rather ph ted the growiag Greatneſs of France? Ani 
will you chuſe again ſack Men as thoſe, who may be juſtly faid to have been, the Cauſo 
of all your Misfortunes? For was not the preſent War made to reduce the French King. 
ro thoſe: Bounds which fuck Parlia ments ſuffer d him to break through? And ſiace you 
know who they are that betray d you formerly; will you now truſt: them again? Will, 
you put your Libenties again into the Hands of chat Party, who formerly gave them 
al up? Have you @ lang abhorr'd the French Nation, and will you at laſt have a King 
to govern you that will be a Vaſſal o France? Would you fee the Court and the Coun- 
try fwarm with Papiſta, your Armies led abroad agaiaſt your Confederates, the Ports 
of your Hand. deliyer'd up to Foreigners, and the Fleet of Great Britain commanded 
by a French Man? Would you ſee the Church of Euglaul under a bitter Perſecution, 
and would you your ſelves: be all Papiſts, or Martyrs? If theſe are the Things you, 
would all fee. the beſt way you can take is to get a Tory Parliament: But if the nam- 
ing of them gives you a juſt Abhorrence, you know a fure Means to prevent their com- 
ing upon you. Tou have the beſt of all Authorities to direct you at your next Electi- 
ons, even Her Majeſty's own, who in Her moſt gracious Anſwer to the Addreſs of the 
Lords, profeſſes that Her chief Dependance is upon thoſe who on all Occaſions have ex- 
preſs'd their Zeal for the Support of the Revolution. You ſee therefore what Men Her 
Majeſty recommends to you: But if any Men pretend to ſtand amongſt you, that have 
oppos d the preſent Settlement, or been againſt carrying on the War; if any that have 
been formerly for owning the Duke of Anjou, or lately for diſobliging the King of Por- 
tpgal in order to divide that Crown from the Grand Alliance; if any that have repre- 
ſented our Loſſes to be greater than they are, for the ſake of raiſing Jealouſies of Her 
Majeſty's beſt Subjects; if any that have been for withdrawing Part of our Forces from 
Flanders, which could tend only to niake Holland accept a Peace upon any Terms; and. 
above all, if any appear amongſt you that made a Run upon the Bank, and attack d the 
Publick Credit, when the Kingdom was threaten'd with an Invaſion; if ſuch Men as 
theſe, I ſay, ask your Votes, Have a Care, honeſt Britains, of chuſing ſuch Reproſenta- 
tives, if you would be counted true ti your Country, or with that the Bleſſings you 
now enjoy may be ſafely convey*d to your Poſterity. 

The next Parliament will have under Conſideration the moſt important Affairs that 
were ever, tranſacted in this Iſland: And therefore you ought all to be very careful not 
to employ wrong Men in Buſineſs of ſa much Moment; not to be impos'd upon by 
thoſe that publiſh falſe and malicious Stories aud Infinuations, and aukwardly endeavour 
to contound the right Names of Perſons and the true Notions of Things; and, eſpecially, 
not to take thoſe for your beſt Friends that rail moſt loudly againſt the Court. They 
are the very {ame Offenders that ſhelter'd themſelves for ſome time under the ſacred 
Name of the Church; and ſince that Pretence will ſerve no longer, they think now to. 
carry on their Attacks upon the Government, under the popular Title uf the Country 
Party. But I hope I have ſhewn that they have no more Right to this Claim, than 
they had to the for mer. Upon the whole Matter, if you will now chuſe ſuch Mem- 
bers as you can {ately depend upon for a faithful Diſcharge of their Truſt, you will fix 
Her Majeſty's Throne upon a Rock that is immovable, and may reaſonably expect from 
the enſuing Parliament two in valuable Bleſſings, a Concluſion of the War with Honour 

and Safety, and an Eſtabliſhment of the Union to all future Ages: But if, notwithſtand- 
ing this Warning, you are ſtill for truſting ſuch as have been always Enemies to your 
Civil and Religious Rights, and were lately againſt the Union of the two Kingdoms, 
and are now crying out unſeaſonably for a Peace, in vain will you complain hereafter, 
when your Chains gall you: The deplorable Miſery that you will bring upon your ſelves 
will be equal to your Folly, or your Guilt; and the King, whom the French will {ct 


over you, will be a ſufficient Puniſhment for all your Iagratitude to the Queen, whom 
they will depoſe. | 
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